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SUPPORT RAISING

Guidelines and Principles for Raising
Missions Support

Welcome to Project Impact 2026! God is certainly going to do immense things in and through your
life this summer in Denver but He’s also working now! The journey of support raising is one of faith
and trust in God. We pray that the process will be one of stretching your faith, confirming God’s
goodness and provision, and affirming the call He’s put on your life in this season. Please give
diligent attention to each of the parts of this document and begin the support raising process as
soon as possible!
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This document and other support raising resources can be found on the payment page of the
Project Impact website: gotoprojectimpact.com/payment

“And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that always having all
sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed”

2 Corinthians 9:8


https://www.gotoprojectimpact.com/payment.html

Support Raising Heart Check

As you begin this process, ask yourself how you honestly feel about raising support? Be honest! Do
you feel like you are asking for handouts? The need to raise support will often uncover pride in a
person’s heart. In others it might raise feelings of insecurity and fear.

This is actually an incredible opportunity to trust God!
Raising support will be a blessing in your life because your faith will be strengthened as you see how
God provides. Take time to thank God for the opportunity and privilege of raising support for your

project. Whatever God shows you about yourself, face it and talk with Him about it.

The first thing to do as you are setting out to raise support is to be convinced that God wants you to
go. If He has called you to go, then He is going to raise up people to support you.

Take some time to reflect on these passages and become familiar with the Biblical basis for raising
support:

Exodus 25:1-2 Exodus 35:20-29 Exodus 36:2-7
1 Samuel 25:8 1 Kings 17:1-16 2 Kings 4:8-10
Luke 8:1-3 Luke 10:1-7 Luke 16:10-12
2 Corinthians 8:1-5 Philippians 1:6 Philippians 4:10-20
Philemon 8-14 Philemon 21-22 3 John 5-8

Personal Preparation Checklist

Have a giving attitude yourself.
» Going does not exempt you from being a consistent giver.
¢ The first contribution to your support should be from you.

Determine to raise friends not funds
« If you set your heart on raising money only, you will end up using people.
« By asking people to support you, you give them an opportunity to join in what God is doing

Keep a prayer perspective
» “God’s will needs prayer as its indispensable condition” -Andrew Murray
« Pray that your own commitment to prayer and financial support will be wholehearted.
« Prayer gives God an opportunity to work in the hearts of those with whom you will be sharing.

Discipline yourself
« Complete the process in a short amount of time.
¢ You are responsible for raising 100% of your support, do not procrastinate!



Blblical Basis for Support Raising

As you begin to seek God’s financial provision through support raising, remember the following:

Jesus and His disciples were supported by others.

“And it came about after this, that He began going about from one city and village to another,
proclaiming and preaching the Kingdom of God; and the twelve were with Him . .. and many others
who were contributing to their support out of their private means.” Luke 8:1-3

Paul was financially supported and accepted this support with enthusiasm because he was helping
to store up treasures in heaven for those who supported him.

Not that | seek the gift itself, but | seek for the profit which increases to your account. But | have
received everything in full, and have an abundance; | am amply supplied, having received from
Epaphroditus what you have sent, a fragrant aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well pleasing to God.
And my God shall supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.”
Philippians 4:17-19

As Christians use their material possessions to further the works of Christ, God is glorified.

“For the ministry of this service is not only fully supplying the needs of the saints, but is also
overflowing through many thanksgivings to God.” 2 Corinthians 9:12

Christians should be willing to give up their material possessions so that others may be made
spiritually rich.

“For you know the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He
became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich.” 2 Corinthians 8:9

Some Benefits of Support Raising

1.1t stretches your faith.

2.1t opens doors to witness.

3.1t builds a base of prayer support.

4.1t opens the door for you to minister to people.

5.1t stimulates a missionary vision in the Body of Christ.

6.1t allows you to develop deeper personal relationships with supporters.

7.1t allows God to develop you — tact, priorities, poise, polish, and attitudes.

8.t gives people the opportunity to invest in something with eternal consequences.
9.0h, yes.. .. and God will provide resources for you to go to Project Impact!



The Simple Support Raising Process

The process of raising support is simple and straightforward but requires a heart posture of
eagerness and initiative.

1.Pray

2.Start with your local church

3.Gather prospective supporter information

4.Write your letter

5.Mail your letter

6. Make follow-up contact

7.Keep good records

8.Say “Thank you!”

9.Commit to stewarding the support well over the summer
10.Say “Thank you!” again and follow up after the summer

Step 1: Pray

o Where God guides, God provides.

« Acknowledge your total dependence on the Lord of the harvest to bring eternal fruit from your
labors.

» Acknowledge your dependence on Him to provide the resources that are needed for Project
Impact.

o Consciously turn control over to the Holy Spirit.

» Acknowledge your willingness to do your part, whether that is to use resources God already has
given you, or to be diligent at gathering in other support that God provides.

» Thank God for growing you through this process.

Step 2: Start With Your Local Church

o Meet with your pastor or appropriate church leader. Talk to them about Project Impact. Give
them information about Project Impact if they are not familiar with it.

o Find out if there are resources available from your church to help with the cost of Project
Impact.

o Ask for suggestions on people to talk to and methods to use to raise support.

Step 3: Gather Prospective Supporter Information

o Gather a list of people who you can send support letters to

» Asyou gather names, it may be useful to divide them into categories of how likely they are to
give. Then start with those who are most likely to give and move through the names as you
need.

» Do not eliminate anyone from this list because you don’t think they will give. Allow them to
listen to God and determine if they will support you or not. You may be surprised at who will
support you!

o Consider your contacts from groups like these:

[o]

Friends from your college ministry
Coworkers

People from your home church
People from your college church

o Relatives

o Neighbors

o School friends/classmates
o Family friends

o

o

[o]



» Get creative in how you reach out to people through email, social media, phone numbers in
order to get a hold of people, especially those you haven’t contacted in a long time.

» QOrganize your contact list organized in a spreadsheet to collect addresses and phone numbers.

» Your goal is to contact people as personally as possible. Face to face is better than a phone call.
A phone call is better than just sending a letter. Only 10% respond to a letter!

Step 4: Write Your Letter

The purpose of the letter is to initially communicate your need with your potential supporters and
introduce them to what you are going to be doing this summer. Remember that God is the one who
is telling your supporters how to use their money, so He will move them to support. You are asking
them to obediently respond to His calling.

« When writing formal letters, it can come across as impersonal. Take any opportunity to make a
more personalized letter, but don’t overwhelm yourself. The phone calls that follow the letter
are a great way to be personal.

o Be yourself. Put in your feelings and reactions.
o Describe Project Impact. Tell them the burden that you have.

o Give a clear picture of your needs, and break it into portions that become ‘doable.” Example: If
you need $6,000 (after your personal contribution), indicate that it would take 60 partners
averaging gifts of $100 each to reach the goal.

 Give clear instructions on how supporters can respond. make sure instructions for giving are
clear and any necessary resources are included. Give clear indication of how you will keep
supporters informed of the summer.

» Tell your supporters how you will follow up with them. If you tell them to do something, then
DO IT.

o Ask a staff member to proof-read your letter before sending it out and be open to their input
and suggested changes.

Use the example resources provided such as the sample letter and response form in the Support
Raising Resources Folder. Do not directly copy these things but personalize them.

Ask people to make out their checks to your campus ministry (or whatever is appropriate, ask your
campus minister) and follow the instructions that your campus ministry has. If your campus ministry
does not have a policy in place, contact staff and we will help you. For tax reasons, please be sure to
remind your supporters not to write your name anywhere on a check.

Be sure to communicate with your campus ministry staff to check about any additional instructions
or resources they may have for you.

Step 5: Mail Your Letter

o Keep track of who you have mailed letters to and the date you intend to follow up with them.

It may be that some supporters would prefer an email to a physical letter. When collecting
information, ask your potential supporters what they might prefer.

o Mail your letters as soon as possible. There is a payment schedule for Project Impact that you
need to be mindful of.

« From the moment you put your letters in the mail or hit send on an email, the post office takes
time to deliver, your supporters need time to read your letter and consider their budgets, then
time to actually make a contribution. Don’t delay sending your letters or you’ll delay the rest of
the process.


https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1p4zCwPsgruPrRjFAbwkYgBlMJbZpl5S4?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1p4zCwPsgruPrRjFAbwkYgBlMJbZpl5S4?usp=sharing

» Get creative in how you reach out to people through email, social media, phone numbers in
order to get a hold of people, especially those you haven’t contacted in a long time.

» QOrganize your contact list organized in a spreadsheet to collect addresses and phone numbers.

» Your goal is to contact people as personally as possible. Face to face is better than a phone call.
A phone call is better than just sending a letter. Only 10% respond to a letter!

Step 6: Make Follow-Up Contact

As you get ready to follow-up your letters, remember:
» People give to people.
» People give to people, justified by the cause.
o People give to people they know, justified by the cause.
» People give to people they know and trust, justified by the cause.
» People give to people they know and trust and care about, justified by the cause.

o Honor people with your attention. One-on-one visits provide the best way for you to get to
know others better. They also give you the best opportunity to tell people about what God is
leading you to do, and to answer their questions.

» Your available time probably will not permit you to go see everyone, but look at your priority
list and decide where to start. Do not assume that just because you know someone well that
you do not need to see him or her. Honor their friendship by taking the time to meet with them.

o The toughest part is asking for help. Remember, people give to people they know, trust and
care about, justified by the cause. Your cause is ETERNAL! These people probably want to help
you more than you want to ask them. So ask them!

« You may want to say something like: “My goal is to raise $3200. | would be honored to have you
on my support team. Would you please support me for $100 for this project?” Be as specific as
possible about the deadlines and the amount, just as you were in your letter.

o For those who join your team, tell them how to make out check, where they can give online if
possible, etc. Be clear with what the next steps should be according to how they would like to
make a contribution.

Make Phone Calls - don’t just depend on email or your letter for follow-up. When making phone
calls, it can be helpful to give yourself a script or a framework for your conversations so that they
are less intimidating.

A sample script could be:
o “Hello it is (your name), how are you doing?”
» “Did you receive the letter that | sent you?”
« “Do you have any questions about what | am going to be doing this summer?”
o “Do you feel led to join with me in prayer or financial support?”
o BE QUIET! (let them answer)
« If they answer yes, explain how they can partner with you. If they answer no, ask if they’d be
willing to receive your updates.
o “Thank you for your time. How can | pray for you and your family?”




Step 7: Keep Good Records

Keeping good records will help you and your supporters keep a clear picture of what has been done
and what still needs to be done. Keep track of

o Names, email, phone numbers, mailing addresses

« Who gives and how much

» Who has indidcated they intend to give

« Your next steps for each person (send a request, make a follow up call, send a thank you letter)

Good records will make your support raising process easier. But also, by keeping good records now,
you can be better equipped to raise support for future ministry opportunities to which the Lord may
call you. Even if you don’t participate in a future summer, having an organized list will be helpful in
life after this summer.

Use the template supporter table in the Support Raising Resources Folder as inspiration or a starting
tool for keeping track of your support raising efforts.

Step 8: Say “Thank You!”

Any time a person joins your support team, either financially or in prayer, they are making a
sacrifice of their own time and resources. Even if someone isn’t able to partner with you, they
sacrifice their time to talk with you about the process. It is not acceptable to make this kind of
request and not express gratitude - to God as the Provider and to people as His instruments. As God
provides your support through His instruments, thank Him first and then apply the following
principles:

» Say “Thank You.”

o Say “Thank You” immediately.

o Say “Thank You” immediately by phone and in writing.

Set as your two goals (a) to call the giver and (b) to send out a thank you for each gift the day you
receive it. In your written thank you

e Be neat

o Be brief

o Acknowledge the amount

Step 9: Commit to Stewarding Their Support Well Over the Summer

o Hallelujah! It finally arrived! By this time all your support raising will have been well worth
seeing lives changes because of your diligence.

» You’'re asking people to support you as you grow personally and share the gospel verbally - be
people of integrity and set your mind to trusting the Lord for both of these all summer long!

Step 10: Say “Thank You!” Again and Follow Up After the Summer

» Thank each of your supporters again after Project Impact is over. Before you leave, decide how
you will say “Thanks” to people. Letter? Picture of you with others from Project? Small gifts?
Picture party? Report in Sunday School class? Report to the Missions Committee? Small group?

o While you are on the trip, look for ways to show your appreciation when you get back home.
Perhaps it will be by telling a story of someone who trusted Christ. Or names and addresses of
new believers so people can pray for them. Maybe even letters from one or two of the new
believers. Be creative!


https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1p4zCwPsgruPrRjFAbwkYgBlMJbZpl5S4?usp=sharing

Payments and Fundraising

The cost of Project Impact is $3200 (this does not include the $30 application fee). This is not a small
amount about it is certainly no a challenge for the Lord who “owns the cattle on a thousand hills.”
(Psalm 50:10)

The total cost will provide your books, materials, housing, social activities, guest speakers, and other
miscellaneous costs. We want you to know Project Impact is not making a profit by asking for
$3,200 — we only ask for what we need to cover expenses. In order to effectively prepare for Project
as a whole and for each student to be prepared for the summer, the Project Impact Board expects
payments to be made by each student throughout the spring semester. Below is the payment
schedule for the support raising process. Each Project Impact participant is responsible for raising
the amount of money listed by the dates shown in the table below.

Please be mindful of these dates and pass this information on to whomever is helping with your
support raising process at your church or campus ministry. Your campus ministry may have policies
or practices in place to help you with the support raising process. Communicate with them early and
ask questions so that you know what you need to do as a student missionary sent out from your
specific campus. Please turn in your money to your campus ministry and they should provide
receipts for your donors. Your campus ministry will send a check payable to Project Impact with a
note including who it is for and the amount paid.

As with the initial deposit, please have your campus ministry needs to send payment checks to:
Project Impact

1809 Marquette Drive

Erie, CO 80516

As noted above, or tax reasons, be sure to remind your supporters and your campus ministry not to
write your name anywhere on a check.

Project Impact Payment Schedule 2026

1/24 $30 non-refundable application fee (does not count towards $3200)
3/15 S400 — Payment #1 (Acceptance Fee)

4/1 $700 — Payment #2

4/15 $700 — Payment #3

4/30 $700 — Payment #4

5/20 $700 — Payment #5




